
 

 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Singing 

 

Year 1 

Sing, rap, rhyme, chant and use spoken word. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. Sing songs 

from memory. Copy back intervals of an octave 

and fifth (high, low). Sing in unison. 

Year 2 

Sing as part of a choir. Demonstrate good singing 

posture. Sing songs from memory and/or from 

notation. Sing to communicate the meaning of the 

words. Sing in unison and sometimes in parts, and 

with more pitching accuracy. Understand and 

follow the leader or conductor. Add actions to a 

song. Move confidently to a steady beat. Talk 

about feelings created by the music/song. 

Recognise some band and orchestral instruments. 

Describe tempo as fast or slow. Join in sections of 

the song, eg chorus. Begin to understand where 

the music fits in the world. Begin to talk about and 

understand the style of the music. Know the 

meaning of dynamics (loud/quiet) and tempo 

(fast/slow), and be able to demonstrate these 

when singing by responding to (a) the leader's 

directions and (b) visual symbols (eg crescendo, 

decrescendo, pause). 

EYFS Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 5 

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or 

with notation. Sing in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 and 6/8 time. 

Sing in unison and parts, and as part of a smaller 

group. Sing ‘on pitch' and 'in time'. Sing a second 

part in a song. Self-correct if lost or out of time. Sing 

expressively, with attention to breathing and 

phrasing. Sing expressively, with attention to 

dynamics and articulation. Develop confidence as 

a soloist. Talk about the different styles of singing 

used for different styles of song. Talk confidently 

about how connected you feel to the music and 

how it connects in the world. Respond to a leader 

or conductor. 

Year 3 

Sing as part of a choir. Sing a widening range of 

unison songs, of varying styles and structures. 

Demonstrate good singing posture. Perform 

actions confidently and in time to a range of 

action songs. Sing songs from memory and/or from 

notation. Sing with awareness of following the 

beat. Sing with attention to clear diction. Sing 

expressively, with attention to the meaning of the 

words. Sing in unison. Understand and follow the 

leader or conductor. Copy back simple melodic 

phrases using the voice. 

Year 4 

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or 

with notation. Sing in different time signatures: 2/4, 

3/4 and 4/4. Sing as part of a choir with awareness 

of size: the larger, the thicker and richer the 

musical texture. Demonstrate good singing 

posture. Demonstrate vowel sounds, blended 

sounds and consonants. Sing ‘on pitch' and 'in 

time'. Sing expressively, with attention to breathing 

and phrasing. Sing expressively, with attention to 

staccato and legato. Talk about the different styles 

of singing used for different styles of song. Talk 

about how the songs and their styles connect to 

the world. 

Year 6 

Rehearse and learn songs from memory and/or with notation. Sing a broad range of songs as part of a choir, 

including those that involve syncopated rhythms, with a good sense of ensemble and performance. This should 

include observing rhythm, phrasing, accurate pitching and appropriate style. Continue to sing in parts where 

appropriate. Sing in 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, 5/4 and 6/8. Sing with and without an accompaniment. Sing syncopated 

melodic patterns. Demonstrate and maintain good posture and breath control whilst singing. Sing expressively, 

with attention to breathing and phrasing. Sing expressively, with attention to dynamics and articulation. Lead a 

singing rehearsal. Talk about the different styles of singing used for the different styles of songs sung in this year. 

Discuss with others how connected you are to the music and songs, and how the songs and styles are 

connected to the world. 


